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A sincere thank you to all who helped make the 2014 

Winter Conference a HUGE success!! 

   

 A few highlights for those who were unable to attend: 

 11 DSPS credits, 17.5 DNR credits, 1 DNR Compliance 

Credit and 5.5 MI DEQ credits were obtained. 

 DSPS Secretary Dave Ross discussed agency updates. 

 New Board member Reggie Layoff from was elected. 

 Attendees were able to learn tips and tricks to improve 

their businesses during Thursday’s Business Day. 

 Sara Heger received rave reviews from members and 

spoke about high strength waste. 

 The silent auction raised $450.00 for the scholarship 

fund! 

 Valuable input was received including robust discussion 

about electricians legislation at the member meeting. 

 30+ vendors talked shop in the expo hall. 

 Members networked over cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. 

 And much, much more… 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns about 

the 2014 Winter Conference or suggestions for next year 

please do not hesitate to contact the WOWRA office via 

phone (608) 441-1436 or via E-Mail: info@wowra.com 
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WOWRA Office 

 

16 N. Carroll St.,  

Suite 900 

Madison WI 53703 

Phone (608) 256-7757 

Toll-free (800) 377-

6672 

Fax (608) 251-8192 

Web site: 

www.wowra.com 

 

Staff: 

Patrick Essie 

Executive Director/

Lobbyist 

pessie@ 

ekgmail.com 

 

Ann Ditscheit 

Association Manager 

aditscheit@ 

ekgmail.com 

Welcome new WOWRA members 

WOWRA Office 
 

Madison, WI 53703 

Phone (608) 441-1436 

Fax (608) 441-1435 

E-Mail: info@wowra.com 

www.wowra.com 
 

Staff: 

George Klaetsch 

Executive Director 

gklaetsch@kpasllc.com 
 

Katie Boycks 

Association Manager 

kboycks@kpasllc.com 
 

 
 

President: 

Aaron Ausen 

Dalmaray Concrete 

(608) 752-6507 
 

Vice President:   

Mark Wieser 

Wieser Concrete 

(608) 742-4464 

 

Reggie Layoff 

Hart, Travers & Associates 

(630) 261-1166  
 

Roger Fanning 

Fanning Excavating Inc. 

(608) 754-6100 
 

Len LaFrenier 

J.W. LaFrenier & Sons Inc. 

(715) 356-3020 

 

Damon Huibregtse 

Dirkse & Huibregtse LLC 

(920) 980-3606 

 

Jerry Ellis 

Rundle-Spence 

(262) 782-3000 

 

 

Thank You to Our Generous  

Winter Conference Sponsors!! 

Landyards 

Petersen Onsite 
 

Thursday Nigh Reception 

Dalmaray Concrete Products 
 

Friday Lunch 

Crest Precast Concrete 
 

Friday Night Reception  

Nolan Insurance 

 

Attendees Listening Intently  

and Gaining Valuable Info! 

DSPS Secretary Dave Ross  

Addresses Attendees 

Attendees Talking Industry &  

Products in Exhibition Hall 

WLWCA Executive Director George 

Klaetsch Speaks to Attendees 
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This year WOWRA was able to donate a total of $3,750 dollars to six winners!!! 
 

 Austen Jentges currently attends Ripon College  and is majoring in biology.  He is planning 

to continue his studies at Concordia University of Wisconsin is planning to become a Doc-

tor of physical therapy. 

 Carolyn Kelk is planning to attend the University of Wyoming and is planning to major in 

nutrition/dietetics. 

 Claire Kelk is planning to attend the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and is planning to 

major in actuarial science.  

 Mitchell Fanning is planning to attend either University of Wisconsin La Crosse or Univer-

sity of Wisconsin Rock County and major in finance. 

 Marissa Mellen is planning to attend the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and major in 

elementary education with early childhood and inclusion minors. 

 Felicia Kons is planning to attend the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and major in 

elementary education. 
 

Congratulations to all our scholarship winners and best of luck to each and every one of you 

in your future endeavors! 

Eric Schmitz Corporation · J.W. LaFrenier & Sons · Mikes  Plumbing-Heating-

Electrical, Inc. ·  CJ’s Soil Testing & Septic Systems · TG Soil & Water, Inc. · Hal-

verson Plumbing, Inc. · Andry Rasmussen & Sons · Birrenkott Surveying Inc. · 

Lovelace Pump Co., Inc. · Lake Shore Burial Vault · Apfelt Watson, LLC · Arndt & 

Son Plumbing · North Cape Tile, LLC · Jentges Excavating & Pumps, Inc. · Kelk 

Land Improvement, Inc. · Jerry Hoefler Excavating, Inc. · Hart Travers & Associ-

ates · Fanning Excavating · Dalmaray Concrete Products · Duane Steinhauer, Inc. ·  

Chris Olson from Door County Sanitarians Office · Don Theine Grading, LLC · 

Mellen Septic Services · Badgerland Soil Testing · Statewide Septic Excavating · 

Septic Specialists Excavating, Inc. · A.I. McDermott Co., Inc.  

WOWRA Scholarship Winners Announcement 

WOWRA was also able to raise an additional $450.00 for the scholarship fund at this 

year’s WOWRA/WLWCA Winter Conference Silent Auction!!! 

A HUGE Thank You to the Scholarship Fund Donors!!! 
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Advance Pump & Equipment 
Peosta, IA 52068 
Phone: (563) 557-0957 
 
A.I. McDermott Co. Inc. 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 
Phone: (920) 231-7080 
 
Alderon Industries 
Hawley, MN 56549 
Phone: (218) 483-3034 
 
A.Y. McDonald Manufacturing  
Montgomery, IL 60538 
Phone: (630) 240-2396 
 
Cherokee Enterprises 
Madison, WI 53704 
Phone:  (608) 333-3610 
 
Crest  Precast, Inc. 
La Crescent, MN 55037 
Phone: (507) 895-2342 
 
Burton-Anderson & Associ-
ates  
Germantown, WI 53022 
Phone: (414) 531-6686 
 
Dalmaray Concrete Products  
Janesville, WI 53548 
Phone: (608) 752-6507 
 
eblake & Associates  
Manitowoc, WI 54220 
Phone: (920) 775-3829 
 
First Supply, LLC 
Green Bay, WI 54304 
Phone: (920) 227-5943 

Five Peaks 
Muskegon, MI 49444 
(231) 332-1702 
 
Imperial Industries Inc. 
Wausau, WI 54402 
Phone: (715) 359-0200 
 
Infiltrator Systems, Inc. 
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 
Phone: (860) 221-4436 
 
The Insurance Center 
Antigo, WI 54409 
Phone: (715) 623-2317 
 
Mid-State Truck 
Wausau, WI54401 
Phone:  (715) 845-2244 
 
Miller-Bradford & Risberg 
Sussex, WI 53089 
Phone: (262) 246-5700 
 
Nolan Insurance Agency, LLC 
Brandon, WI 53919 
Phone: (920) 346-2241 
 
Petersen Supply 
Fredonia, WI 53021 
Phone: (262) 692-2416 
 
PMSI-Liberty Pumps 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 
Phone: (262) 691-9991 
 
Polylok, Inc. 
Wallingford, CT 06492 
Phone: (877) 765-9565 
 

Preferred Pump & Equipment 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
Phone: (715) 579-1304 
 
Rep Rite Burk & Associates 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120 
Phone: (920) 205-5755 
 
Rundle-Spence 
New Berlin, WI 53151 
Phone: (262) 782-3000 
 
Satellite Industries 
Minneapolis, MN 55441 
Phone: (765) 519-6546 
 
Sim/Tech Filter Inc. 
Boyne City, MI 49712 
Phone: (231) 582-1020 
 
Truck Country of Wisconsin 
Dubuque, IA 52003 
Phone: (563) 584-2637 
 
V&H Inc.  
Marshfield, WI 54449 
Phone: (715) 486-8800 
 
Wieser Concrete 
Maiden Rock, WI 54750 
Phone: (715) 647-2311 
 
Zoeller Pump (Hart, Travers, 
& Associates) 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Phone: (630) 240-6684 

A BIG Thank You to this Year’s Exhibitors! 
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Friends of WOWRA – 

 

A couple weeks ago we wrapped up another successful Onsite Show.  

The format was a little different this year with fewer but lengthier 

exhibitor sessions, two receptions, a bean bag tournament and an 

earlier Saturday conclusion.  For the second consecutive year we had 

good attendance and great speakers.  Having sat in on classes all 

three days and talking with attendees I think it is safe to say that the 

WOWRA Onsite Show is the premier event for POWTS continuing 

education.  As I start my second term as your President I look forward to planning yet an-

other successful show.  Please, if you haven’t already, let us know how we did and what 

we can do to improve. 

 

That being said we are saying goodbye to a very active board member in Steve Jentges.  

Steve’s hard work and dedication to this industry will be greatly missed.  Thank you Steve!  

Our newest board member Reggie Layoff comes to us from Hart Travers and Associates.  

Although Reggie is new to the board, we are confident that he will be a great addition.   

I’m really excited to see what our new board can do. 

 

We have some exciting events planned for 2014 first of which is the return of the Rejuve-

nate A Family Day.  The family this year comes to us from Rock County and was referred 

by board member Roger Fanning.  Although the physical donation items have not been so-

licited yet I encourage you to start thinking about how you can help us help this family.  I 

expect this event to go as well as the first if not better.   

 

On a sad note I’d be remiss if I did not mention the passing of a WOWRA member in Ben 

Morgan of Tri County Sanitation.  Ben was a member of WOWRA and WLWCA residing 

in Hudson WI.  Please keep his family and friends in your thoughts and prayers as they 

navigate through these tough times.   
 

 

President’s Message 

Continued on Page 7... 
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2014 Septic Training Seminars 

6 Credits 
Commercial Plumbing Inspector Certification 

Initial qualifying Training - POWTS Maintainer Registration 

Journeyman Plumber License 

Journeyman Plumber - Restricted Service License 

Master Plumber License 

Master Plumber - Restricted Plumber License 

POWTS Inspector Certification 

POWTS Maintainer Registration 

Utility Contractor 

Soil Tester Certification 

 

Dates: 
3/13 Fond du Lac, WI (Wieser Concrete, N5661 Miranda Way) 

3/18 Maiden Rock, WI (Wieser Concrete, W3716 US Hwy 10) 

3/20 Wausau, WI (VFW Hangar Lounge/Banquet Hall, 388 

River Dr) 

3/25 Portage, WI (Wieser Concrete, 2815 Riley Road) 

3/27 Shell Lake, WI (Shell Lake Arts Center, 802 First Street) 

 

Anyone interested may call: 715-647-2311 or 800-325-8456 or 

email: amys@wieserconcrete.com  

I know it’s hard to think about installing septics with a month plus of below zero degree 

weather and an endless supply of snow, but recent trends are showing a slow continual 

growth in new home construction so let’s hope that translates to more septics.  Let’s hope 

that Old Man Winter goes into hibernation soon and we can start digging holes.  Stay safe 

everyone in 2014!  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Aaron J Ausen 

WOWRA President 

 

President’s Message  Continued 

mailto:amys@wieserconcrete.com
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By John Larson of  

 
 

As a follow up from his presentations at the WOWRA Business Day on  

January 30th, John has offered to develop the following for $1800 

(normally a $2,500-$2,700 value): 

 

Design, develop, write, do all on-page SEO for a six page website. Suggested 

pages to consider include: 

 Home Page 

 Additional Services 

 Areas Served 

 Testimonials 

 Contact Us 

 About Us  

 Main Blog Page 

 

Included in the package is the development of keywords for targeted blog 

posts (keywords, page titles, page descriptions and copy points) 

 

For further information, please contact John Larson directly at:  

(608) 212-8455 

jlarson@DialogMarketingServices.net 

 
 

 

Special WOWRA Deal-Website Development Offer 

mailto:jlarson@DialogMarketingServices.net
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Page 6 Legislative Update From Executive Director George Klaetsch 

Wisconsin Legislature Making Final Push 

 

As the temperatures continue to hover in the single digits and the 

snow continues to pile high around your driveway apron, the Wis-

consin State Legislature continues to stay white hot in their frenetic 

pace this Winter.  As of this writing there have been 762 Assembly 

Bills and 589 Senate Bills to total 1,351 bills introduced in the legisla-

ture and in any give day more than two dozen bills can be debated. 

 

With that said, I want to focus on a single piece of legislation that is important to many (if 

not all) septic installers.  That bill is AB 683.  On the surface, it is an electricians bill, but 

when you dig deeper (specifically to page 7, section 13, 101.862 (4)(g) you will find some-

thing that has been on your minds for the past five years - what can installers do and 

what can't they do when dealing with electrical connections associated with septic and 

holding tanks.   

  

During the 2014 WOWRA/WLWCA Winter Conference, we had many state officials pri-

marily from the DSPS providing their current interpretations of Wisconsin State Statute 

on what our plumbers and installer can and can't do.  Happening at the exact same time, 

Representative Tom Larson (an electrician by trade) and Senator Glenn Grothman intro-

duced a bill that is intended to ensure that plumbers and septic installers can conduct mi-

nor electrical work in support of septic and holding tank installation, maintenance, etc. 

  

As a result, the following is an email 

from Representative Larson's staff to 

interested stakeholders on the is-

sue.  Please note - this is still a legis-

lative proposal and not law.  We will 

keep you posted on all updates and 

progress throughout the remaining 

legislative session. 

  

 

Continued on Next Page... 
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Legislative Update Continued  
-February 7, 2014 email from Rep. Larson staff...  

In light of the comments our office has been receiving about changes AB 683 makes to 
101.862(4)(g), Representative Larson asked me to share with you some language that he be-
lieves may address those concerns without changing the intent of (4)(g) – to allow plumb-
ers, well and septic installers, light installers, sign installers, etc., to do their jobs without 
calling in an electrician to make the final connection.  As you may know, time is of the es-
sence, so please share any feedback as soon as possible. 
  

Our office is proposing an amendment that would rewrite (4)(g) so that it reads: 

  

A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining  manufactured equipment or uti-

lization equipment, including ballasts, electric signs and luminaires, or a any oth-

er manufactured system that is designed to provide a function that is not primarily electri-

cal in nature if the installation, repair, or maintenance does not involve only involves the 

modification or installation of conductors beyond that are considered part of the equip-

ment or system under this paragraph. For purposes of this paragraph, any conductor going 

from the disconnecting point or beyond the last nearest junction, pull, or device box,  

whichever is nearer to the point where the person is performing the installation,  

repair, or maintenance to the manufactured equipment or utilization equipment or  

the manufactured system is considered part of the equipment or system 
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Except for the bus pulling away to reveal a gasp-inspiring home improvement 

project, the Wisconsin Onsite Water Recycling Association Rejuvenate a Family 

Day had all the makings of an Extreme Makeover television show. 

 

A dedicated crew of volunteer WOWRA members worked at breakneck pace to 

build a brand-new septic system for a family in need. Cameras were rolling from 

local media watching the project come together. Officials and legislators from the 

state of Wisconsin were gathered for a ceremony at the completion of the build. 

 

And the appreciation of the family that received the system left everyone a little 

choked up. 

 

“Seeing Ron and Barb’s faces during the entire process was a priceless moment in my 29 years of life,’’ says 

Aaron Ausen, of Dalmaray Concrete Products and WOWRA president. “It was a proud day for everyone 

who was on that site. It was pretty amazing.’’ 

Ron and Barb are members of the Joslyn family in Cascade, Wis., whose septic system stopped functioning 

at the same time they were having a difficult time paying off Ron’s medical bills. The couple was thankful 

when WOWRA board member Damon Huibregtse learned of their plight and brought it to the attention 

of association members. 

 

Conventional System 

For some time, WOWRA members were talking about helping a family in need with a new septic system. 

Members jumped at the chance to help the Joslyn family and replaced an antiquated and failing drywell 

and leach bed last July. 

 

“God bless WOWRA and the members who saw our needs and decided to do something about it,’’ Barb 

Joslyn says in a recent press release from the trade group. “It’s easy to talk about it, but this group is actual-

ly doing something about it.’’ Along with the local press, Dave Ross, secretary of the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Safety and Professional Services, State Sen. Joseph Liebham (R-Sheboygan), a local county admin-

istrator and the Joslyns watched as the new system was installed in an afternoon. 

 

The new conventional septic system was designed by Huibregtse to utilize a dual-compartment 1,500-

gallon concrete tank, donated by Ledgeview Precast, with effluent moving to a drainfield filled with 88 

Infiltrator Systems Quick 4 units. Overwhelmed by volunteer installers, the system was quickly assembled 

and buried, followed by a ceremony with the Joslyn family. The total value of the donations was $9,125. 

 

“It was an emotional-type thing,’’ says Huibregtse. “This was different from installing other systems. Here 

you’ve got people getting emotional and crying, thanking you and saying they can’t believe this happened 

to them.’’ And the attention from media and officials was a learning experience, too. 

WOWRA IN THE NEWS:  

Onsite Installer | COLE Publishing | January 2014 

Extreme Makeover-Septic System Edition | By: Jim Kneiszel  

Continued on Page 13…. 
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While the legislator and others in government wanted to get close to the action, the installers had to mon-

itor a busy work site and explain each step of the process to the onlookers. But it was a good thing to have 

the attention of decision makers, including Ross, who has jurisdiction over all septic system installs in the 

state, and have them see a crack team of installers at work. 

 

Raise Awareness 

“Ordinarily we don’t want people standing around crowding the site,’’ Huibregtse says. “It was good to 

raise awareness of septic systems and WOWRA, to explain why we’re members and why we think it’s a 

value.’’ 

 

Ausen echoed the sentiment. “People take for granted where their waste is going, and that’s when you 

have problems. These things do work; they’re not just holes in the ground. There’s science behind it,’’ he 

says. The install gave Ausen and others in the industry a great opportunity to educate people on the com-

plexity of a septic system design. That was a bonus on top of the real reason so many WOWRA members 

showed up to work that day. 

 

“The thing to take away from [the project] is that even though the economy hasn’t quite turned itself 

around, there’s still a lot of people willing to give and help out. That’s what a nonprofit should be all 

about,’’ he says. 

 

The organizers said it’s likely WOWRA will make these donations a regular part of the group’s mission. 

The board of directors is currently developing an application process for future donations in an effort to 

spread them across the state and involve all interested members. 

 

“There are lots of good people in the industry who want to help. We’ll try to move it around the state so 

everyone has an opportunity to do that,’’ he says. They put this project together quickly, and received 

many offers to help after necessary donations were quickly rounded up. 

 

“We had a plethora of calls from WOWRA members who wanted to give money and time. We had to 

turn a lot of people away because we had too much,’’ Ausen reflects. “That speaks volumes for WOWRA 

and the membership. I was very pleased to see that.’’ 

 

Share Your Story 

Ausen saw this type of project done in Indiana, and other state onsite associations have made similar char-

itable efforts. If your association has recently helped out a homeowner in need or is planning to do so in 

the near future, let me know and we’ll share your good news. 

 

Like Ausen says, these projects reflect positively on the individual state association, and the 

contractors who offer their products and services. But the feelings of goodwill extend to the entire onsite 

industry. 

 

WOWRA IN THE NEWS CONTINUED 
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WOWRA 

10 E. Doty St., Suite 523 

Madison, WI 53703 

Mission Statement: To advance the education of and to protect 

and promote the profession of onsite wastewater technology in 

Wisconsin on behalf of our membership. 


